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From Oli i».

Cincinnati, April 25, 1874.
f. ."« "f ? " Air tt> Xntiouul Em :

Your printer's devil revenged himself amplyf««r my discourteous allusion to his more

illu>lii"iis, hut less to lie feared, namesake,
by playing sad havoc with the manuscript
of my li-t loiter. Not less than live errors

crept into it m the shape of wrong words,
the nio.-t important only of which 1 desire to
correct. ium«-;ui iii "i.mcoin i'liivcrsity
t'luli" having a sermon |ireuched on every
anniversary of llie ileatli of the martyr for
freedom, it should have lieen "The Lincoln
Memorial Cluh".quite .1 disthufion If not
jilillerence.
A copy of the

KKXTK'KV SCHOOL LAWS
for the establishment, sustenance, and governmentof schools for colored youth recently
ja-sed hy tin- legislature of that Stale, was
handed me Inst week. Of course they are
unt all we might have hoped for, though, all
things considered, they arc much more liberal
than we should reasonably have expected.
l'ro\i-ioii i> made for the collection and disliur-cmi'iitof all money in the shape of certaintaxes, liues, &c., for that purpose, and
a lilieral commission ((» per cent.) is allowed
the oilierra through whose hands it is to pass.
The State is to he divided into districts containingone hundred pupils each, and for that
l«rposc a census is ordered to he taken in
eonjuuetiou wiih that of the white youth,
lietwei 11 the ages of six and sixteen years,iucluMvc. Three trustees are to he ap(oinlfd111 each locality to supervise and
manage the schools and appoint teachers
who must lie examined in reading, writing,
s|N-lliug, and arithmetic. Where there is
h"-s than the required number in any place
for a school, tlicy may unite with another
district and jointly employ a teacher. The 1
large percentage paid fur the collection and
disbursement of the funds will be an incentivet<> the slicntl's and ntliors whose duly it
i- to collect it. Most parts of tlie Slate alreadyhave free schools for colored children,and very generally the "councils" of towns
ami cities have coulrihutcd to the paymentof teachers. Louisville rivals Cincinnati in
at least one of its school edifices, and manyother places are anxious to own schoolhouses.Newport has hut recently finished& one, and its more pretentious neighbor, Cov

3inglon, is already jealous of its good fortune,X and making strenuous cllbrts to etpial her
i- success. Kentucky is awakening, ami herS Legislature realizes the unsafe policy of igno£rant citizens using the ballot. It is not love* for the negro, hut self-protection, made them
s. generous. The Stale Superintendent of
* Schools, 1 am glad to say, is very favorable
y to the new order of things, and doing all he

can to make the schools a success.
The Colored Hoard of Directors for the

COLOKKI* ITIil.lC SCIIOOl.S OF CINCINNATI
jass out of existence on Monday next, at I
which Iimo all i»n»i»erty, Ac., is to be transferredto the recently elected white Hoard
of Trustees, w ho, under the new law, ai;e to
lake charge of all public schools. The law
under which we formerly managed our own
schools was a special one applying only to
Cincinnati, and when the general law lor the
government of public schools in the State of
t tliio was passed, it was thought best to leave
out all s|M'cial applications save the provision
for the di\ ision of the fund in localities x\ here
|«vjudicc prevented the establishment of
mixed schools. A large nuiuhcr of persons
li.el decided objections to the idea of relin<|ui-hingthe exclusive control of from
ttojxhi to $.vi,tNN> per year of public money,
ni'M of which tlicy were enabled to throw
into the hands of colored persons. As
u-ual, another large faction preferred the
management of white men, and neutralized
all efforts made to prevent it. The law was

passed, hut, through courtesy, the colored
Hoard was |>eriniltcd to exist for ten months
longer than the lime to which it was en-
tilled.
Tor :i long time there lias liorti a loud cryf»r retrenchment in tlie schools, and as the

Hoard has done very little in that direction,
a well .'rounded apprensiou exists that they
will licgin on us.

It is an admitted fact that our teachers
have received very good salaries, (rangingfi»m J".tu to $2,-Jin,) hut they have invariablybeen from $200 to $000 less than that of
the same grade of while teachers holdingsimilar rank and performing similar work.
The law always require^ that there should
be no discrimination in the matters of examinationfor certificates; and, judging from the
character aud number of branches in which
a knowledge sufficient to attain an average
of To percent, (minimum) was reipiired, the jprofession of pedagogics here was made a
close corporation.
Much speculation is indulged in among the

teacher^ as to who will be retained, and who
*i!l find "their resignation acceptable."However, as a friend once remarked to me,after looking over the list of twenty studies,
m which an examination is made, they can
vuj«y 111c consciousness of knowing tisnt
'anybody who passes an examination in
t-'incinnali may pa>s anywhere, not even exceptingBoston."

I'KOF. GCuUCi: 11. JACKSON,teacher <>t drawing and calisthenics, resigned
''ii the aoth instant, and, after a short visit
te l"s parents at Kvansvillc,'Indiana, will
nuke a Southern tour. The Board refusedf<* some time to receive it, but, finding it
imperative on them, after two week's vain
'""ft to induce him to retract, coupled withtheir promise to continue his salary, providedhe returned, they reluctantly consented to
part with him.
As one of our most brilliant ami ambitious

youiig men, he leaves a marked impress onthe rising generation of this community.Beijing himself social pleasure, aud dcvotiugthe tunc thus gained to solid readinga°d study, be acquired a fuud of informationthat obtained a recognition for his opinions" an authority. Genial and pleasant,

TTi "^r

INJiiV
VOL. Y..NO. 1G.}

notwithstanding, he was comparatively a
recluse; lie is a brilliant, graceful, witty,
and accomplished conversationalist. Full of
solid facts, logical ability of a high order,
and possessed of an accurate and clear judgment,lie was one of the ablest and strongest
debaters in the late "Clark Literary Circle,"
the presidency of which he resigned a short
while before its dissolution, regretted by all.
lie leaves with the highest regard and best
wishes of the whole community.
Last week I paid a long promised visit

to the
Y. M. M. I. CLUB,

of this city, and was highly gratified at the
efforts they arc making to improve themselvesand cultivate a laudable ambition to
improve the race. It is composed mainly of
graduates and undergraduates of the

OA1NES IIIOII SCHOOL.
l'rof. l'ctcr II. Clark seems so plainly

stamped upon the young men of this place,
that I rarely meet a party of^ihew without
thinking of old Dr. Arnold, of Rugby. The
club is officered as follows: Andrew J. l)e
Hast, president; Fred. I). Jones, vice president; It. II. Cole, secretary; E. II.Hawkins,
treasurer; examining committee.Wm. II.
Ilandy, Willis J. Ross, and Frank V. Cousins; James M. Harnett, corresponding secretary.
The club was organized July 23, 1873, and

were one to shut his eyes while the exercises
were in progress, he could hardly believe
that the essays, declamations, and debates
were given by sueli a youthful set. I am

glad to commend the progress they are mak-
ing, and trust we may yet have a literature
among the colored people of this country.

Heretofore, books, magazines, pamphlets,
and papers have been printed, issued, and
sold because they were colored men's productions.Hereafter they must stand on
their merits as a contribution to literature,
and shortly we must realize that in Relies-
Retires, color is an unassignable and purely
imaginary quantity. The price of nearly all !
our literary work may rather be taken as the
measure of the purchaser's pity or curiosity. 1

Nothing that 1 am acquainted with from col- 1

ored authors will stand a fair and just crili- '
cism, such as is given to their works else- '
where, and I can insult more would-be
literary lions, by giving them fair play, in
twenty-four hours' criticism, than you can
shake a stick at. Those whose works arc
readable were written for them, and the bal-
anec are the mere collections of trash which
diligent stupidity has accumulated. Wccall
it hash here, but nearly all of them might
be appropriately styled as successive volumes
of the "Rag-Bag".not, however, to be con-
sidcrcd uniform with that of N. 1*. Willis.
oh! dear, no! 1

Therefore, 1 hope, ere long, some of our

youth may develop a talent and write somethingthat will pass muster on its merits
alone, and therefore 1 encourage all literary
societies.
We have enough.perhaps loo many ora-

tors ; therefore, give us one writer.
DEI'I'OII .

From Alalianm.

Ht'NTSVii.i.F., Ala., April 24, 1874.
T> the F-lifor of the JVVto National Era:
Never before, within the recollection of

our oldest citizens, has so much rain fallen
here in the same length of time, as has fal-
leu during the last three months. So con-

stantly have the dark clouds hovered above
ii-., ni-iiMui£ iiumi ii-ncnuiiK ui wilier lruiii

(licir seemingly cxhaustless contents, (hat <

man appears to have caught the infection 1

from the elements, ami gloom is depicted on <

every brow. The swollen streams overflow-
ing their banks and spreading out over the
low lands, have swept away bridges and fen- <

ces, gullied Melds, drowned grain, and drove
out (he inmates of houses. I
The farmers have become despondent.

Their hopes have revived and ebbed as the
clouds have rolled themselves up like scrolls,
revealing the bright sun shining beyond, and
(hen rapidly unroll to shut out the brilliant
sight. Ordinarily the clear day has been '

the rule, the rainy day the exception; but
now the rainy day is the rule, (he clear day
(he exception. '

1 happened (o meet, a few days ago, a very
intelligent fanner, who, a month previous,
had expressed to me the opinion that the
rainy spell, instead of being injurious to
farmers' interests, as the people believed,was
raally a blessing in disguise. "Many of the
farmers," said he, " rush to plant an early
crop, only to have it killed or dwarfed by the
cold or frost. This rain will save them the
trouble of having to plant twice." Another
mouth of forced idleness had compelled even

him to take a more serious view of the situation; for, when I eluded him for his " blessingin disguise" theory, and asked him if he
did not tlimk it not about time for the rain to
relax its fatherly care over |llie too-liasty I
farmers, and allow them to go to work, lie did
not have the air of a man with whom all is
well. After giving me a very unfavorable
account of the condition of the farms, he
concluded by saying: "And I cant sec what
the result of it all will be, unless it means

more com and less cotton. Being so far behind,a great number of planters will put in
a very small crop of cotton, and a corrcs-

podingly large crop of corn, as the best way
out of the present difficulty. I shall do this
myself, although I had intended to put in a

larger crop of cotton this year than ever he-
fore." From this, you perceive that the
fanners' prospects, not by any means the
brightest at any time, are unusually unpromisingthis year. 1

If more com be raised, it is admitted that
the change would be beneficial to the country.Our farmers will persist in raising cottonand buying bread.

It is now raining steadily, and the present
appearance of the clouds don't indicate an

end to the long "wet spell."
Our seasons have been guilty of the wildestimaginable freaks bcre of late. Winter

before last, in its severity, would not liaye
suffered from a comparison with the similar
Greenland season. The cold lasted until
late in the spring, and was followed by a

summer which seemed to have been transportedfrom the torrid zone. It was during
that season that the cholera burst out here
for the first time. The memory of the summerof 1873, will never fiule from the minds
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of the fortunate survivors of that drcadfu
scourge. Autumn was a season of mourn
ingt o last tribute to the beloved ones so sud
denly stricken down bj' death. The wratl
of the House, and after a most searching iu
vestigation, the committee was unanimous i>
completely exonerating (.'apt. French fron
the slightest charge. A loading Dctuocralii
editor, in giving his testimony, staled Ilia
he did not believe the charges were trm
when he published them, but he "used then
as political capital"! How disgraceful b
iterate charges against a man without a par
tide of evidence! And, be it known to thei
disgrace, that a few colored men joined tin
Democrats in their slander of our leadinj
men. We have, however, passed througl
all triumphantly, and we are now endeavor
ing to discharge faithfully the trust rcposet
in us by the people.
Governor Ames is gaining golden opin

ions for himself as our Executive, lie wil
prove the best Governor we have bad since
reconstruction, and the people of Mississipp
will ever bold him in grateful remembrance
He watches the interests of the colored pco
pic as much as they do themselves. He con
suits the leading colored men upon all leadingquestions, and very often acts in accord
ance with their judgment.
Our Stale has taken the lead on the temperancequestion, in the passage of a bill

requiring the signature of a majority of tin
women over eighteen years of age, -as wcl
as a majority of the men over twenty-one
years of age, to all petitions for license tc
open liquor saloons. This will be an uphil
road for all anticipated venders of the poisonousdram. Women will never sign thcii
petitions and Mississippi will become a cok

Our new United Stales Senator, Hon. 15,
K. Bruce, is spending a few days with us. In
thinking over the short, sharp and decisivestruggle we assisted in making foi
liini, we cannot help hut rejoice over the
;rand and glorious victory. To he electee
lo such an exalted position in the midst of :i

revolution, or to be taken up as a compromisecandidate, is not of much credit to the
favored person, or to the sagacity of his
friends. But to enter the battle from the
beginning, and to say " this is the man foi
Lhe place," and to compel men to conic in
with us who are not disposed to do so at first,
is a victory of which all of us are proud, and
[if which Colonel Bruce is highly apprcciitive.We have not sent to the Senate a
man gifted for much speech-making. Thai
is not his forte. But for shrewd management
mid clear discernment, very few men in (lie
Senate will be able to equal him. lie may
aot ascend to the slump and fascinate a

crowd, but in planning and conversing, lie
will compete with almost any man.
Our party is becoming stronger every day;

peace reigns throughout the State; immigrantsarc looking upon us as the star ol
liojie; schools arc flourishing in our cities,
towns, and at almost every cross-road, and
with these continued blessings we expect t<
become the "hub" of the South.

Civis.

From ilIissisKi|t|»i.
Jackson, Miss., April 2">, 1871.

To the alitor «f the Xcu> National Era:
A few months have elapsed since I lasl

wrote for the Era. Pressure of ollicial businessprevented my writing as frequently as

heretofore. I was indeed glad to notice youi
signal victory of the "Citizen" part of youi
pajier. I trust that nothing will hereaflci
obstruct your aim in establishing yourselves
jpon terra ftnna, and have your paper lie
joiiie the spokesman of the colored people
tln-oiicvliniif IIia f-minli-i-

I must confess, Mr. Editor, that I was inIcedpained to notice the disgraceful wranglingsbetween Messrs. Martin and Downing
[or the leadership of the Sumner Monument
il Association. If such disgraceful ahus<
continue, the object will die after its firs
Lircalh. Mr. Sumner's memory is too dear tc
as to have our men quarreling over his grave
Would it not be for the interest of all con

cernetl, for both of these gentlemen to retiri
and let Frederick Douglass lake the lead'
No association organized at Washington 01

any other city, can control the nation. Am
since a national convention would be rathe:
expensive (though it would be the best plan
[ think each State should organize its owe

association, and vote for a national President
sending the names of their choice to the Ek.'
for publication, and the person who receives
the highest number of votes to be declares
as such ; and let the President of each Stall
association, be a member of the national Ex
ccutive Committee. This Committee to mee
at some central point in July next, and dircc
Lhe whole allair. This is merely a rough out
line ; but I think if you, Mr. Editor, wouli
suggest some such arrangement which wouh
arouse the cooperation of the people of tin
entire eouutry, the monument to Mr. Sum-
uers memory woum soon nu a reaiiiy.
The wraugling at Washington has had

tendency to dampen the prospects of a na

Lioual monument to the good man whom w
all loved so sincerely.
Three months have elapsed since the in

auguration of our new Slate administration
and the inischevious predictions or cx-Gov
crnor Alcorn arc falling to the ground, on

by one. The present abuse hca]>cd upoi
our Republican candidates, as well as ou

prominent men, is without a parallel in th
campaigns of this State. One of the mos

prominent men singled out by the oppositioi
.especially by Governor Alcorn.was Capl
O. C. French, the chairman of our liepuhli
can Executive Committee. Ilul during th
recent session of the Legislature Capl
French asked for an investigating committee
and stated positively that he wished the en

tire committee to be composed of his polili
cal opponents. The committee was appoint
ed, the chairman being the leading Democra
of the gods seemed to have been appeased
for autumn was followed by a winter, th
mildest known for many years. I venture t

say, that were wc to examine the shelves 01

which Time stores away in succession th
passing Winters, wc should have to pass fa
down the icy row, licforc wc would fiud on
to equal in severity the Winter of 1872-73
or in mildness the winter of 1873-74. Thi
spring.to be referred to hereafter as th
"rainy spring".deserves a high rauk anion

its distinguished contemporaries.
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I Indeed, spring, summer, autumn and win-ter appear l<> have entered into a rivalry to
- see whieli can produce the greatest sensalition. If tliey will he content with the lau-rcls they have already won, and return to
i the good old simplicity of former limes bcifore one of them loses temper in a moment
J of frenzy, produce some unheard-of convultsion of nature, they will have earned the
b gratitude of thousands, and chief among

ii themTimii» Aj.vjn.
' 1'. S. I add this to say how infatuated

with joy 1 was to sec my first letter in print;1
so much so was I that I did not notice the

L solitary "Dear" commencing the body of the
'

letter, until pointed out to me by a friend.
1 Of course it should have read, "Dear Sir:".

I don't know which to reprove, the printer' or myself. T. A.

Yotii Amn.
1 .

j Sklma, Ala., April 27, 1*72.
} To/hr n.titar ofOir A'<» X.llil.mll K.a:

Drai: Sik I notice in your paper of the
- 2."!d inst., an article copied from the Solma
- HVi /./// Jiijiiil'liuiii, headed, " Democratic

Charges.llepubliean Duly." Said article is
- highly commendable, and meets my approbationto the fullest extent.

But what I wish to call your attention to
is the comment upon* the article more csspccially to a certain paragraph where you are
mum; to any ;

"The district in which Solum lies is fortu>nalo in being represented in Congress by a

1 gentleman against whom no reproach can be
. brought, and one in whom the colored pcorpie can repose confidence.a gentleman such

as we would be pleased to see continued in
Congress."
Now, Mr. Kditoi j I am constrained to the

belief that you are entirely mistaken as to
who represents this district in Congress, and
if you are not mistaken, you have given utteranceto that which your fiicnds cannot
approve of in these parts.
This District is now represented by

l.ooinberg, one of the vilest negro haters
in Alabama; and what is more, he is an
"old Bourbon" Democrat.one of the deepestdyed I know of in America -and to say
he is one in whom the colored people can reposeconfidence, is not only preposterous but
absurd.

I presume, though, Mr. Editor, that you
intended to allude to the lion. Alexander
White, who lives in this district, but rcprc,sent the State at large. Now, if you intend,cd to confer this tribute upon him, then there
will be a plausible excuse, and only a plaus
iblc one at that, because 1 3 has been
"weighed in the balance aud found wanting"
as regards the Civi'.-ltights Bill s introduced
in the Alabama Legislature I make this
assertion and defy truthful ltradiction:
that Alex. (J. White is respon-mlc for the

r defeat of the Civil-Bights Bill. It was by
his powerful influence n-id-eWpirnC language
that the bill was killed in its infancy, in tbe
tbe Alabama Legislature of 1ST:!. So his
hands arc not, by any means, too clean.

1 am still yours, etc.,
W. J. Stevens.

lining) on Charles Sumner, by
lion. J.T. Rainey. In I lie House

ol Representatives.
i Mr. Speaker, not long since we were
r called upon to lay aside our accustomed
, mines ui icgisi.iiiou 10 purucipaic 111 me

mournful procession llint signalized Hie dc1parlure of tin; distinguished statesman and
1 philanthropist who lias been summoned bc.lore the bar of our filial Judge. We have

again halted to pay further tribute to his
memory and intrinsic worth.
The announcement of the; death of Charles

Sumner, bile Senator from the Stale of Mas-sacliuselts, sent a thrill of sorrow and cast a
shade of melancholy gloom over this country

'
more pervading in its general ellects than
any similar event since the assassination of

5 tin; lamented Lincoln. Language such as I
t have at my command is too imperfect and
, feeble to convey in adequate terms the high

estimation in which he was held, or to ex
press fully and feelingly the depth of grief
his demise has occasioned. Men and women

2 mourn his loss and shed the tear of regretful
sadness, not only in large cities and the par
latial dwellings oecupieii by the learned and
wealthy, but in villages and hamlets, upon' farms and the distant plantations of the

r South; into the cabins of the unlettered and
) the lowly bereavement found its way, bowing
(

the hearts of all in mournful lamentation for
tliis irreparable loss. Air. Sumner, in name

i and deeds, is known,Jrevcrcd, and esteemed
i by all classes of our people. The rcmarkasble and noble battles of argument and clojqucucc which he has fought in the Senate in

behalf of the oppressed have enshrined him
e in the hearts of his countrymen ; millions of
- whom never beheld his majestic form, nor
t heard his deep and impressive voice.that
t voice which at no time indulged silence when

the cause of the downtrodden and the enslavedwas the issue.
J Marly in life Mr. Sumner espoused the cause
1 of those who were not able to speak for
; themselves, and whose bondage made it

hazardous for any one else to venture a word
in their behalf. No one knew the danger
and magnitude of suefl an undertaking better

a than the deceased, l'ublic sentiment at that
. time >\as opposed to his course; ostracism

confronted him: friends forsook him; but
undaunted and lull of courage he pursued the
right, sustained his convictions, and lived

i* long enough to sec the fruition of his earnest
labors, lie was among the first to arouse
the < iinnionwealth of his beloved Massachusettsto consider the justice and equity

c of mixed schools. The blows lie gave were
a cllcctual; the separating walls could not
r withstand them ; they consequently tottered

and fell. The doors of the school-houses
llew open to all; prejudice was well-nigh

l consumed by the blaze of his ardent eloaquencc, and proscription gave way to more
liberal views. It was upon his motion that
the colored man was admitted to practice
before the Supreme Court of the United

e Slates.
These remarks arc made to show that the

cause of my race was always foremost in his
' mind ; indeed, he was a friend who in many
r instances stuck closer than a brother. lie
i- was one of those who never slumbered upon
,- his lance, but stood ever watchful for the
t opportunity to hurl the shaft of his forensic

powers against the institution of slavery.
' The forum, the platform, and the legislative
c hall bear equal testimony to his untiring zeal
o and determined opposition thereto.
Q The barbarities and atrocities of slavery
B through the aid ofhis giant mind were brought

t# the attention ot inc American people ana
r tho world in a manner and style hitherto
e unknown. lie was God's chosen advocate
lt of freedom and denouncer of the crime of the
s "peculiar institution" which blurred the fair

record.and threatened ultimately to destroy
0 the growing fame of his country. So attraclSivc, instructive, and inviting was his mode

of argument, that even those who opposed

T*"
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liim most strenuously were constrained to ilyin
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest-' his pcrsi
utterances. This was doubtless owing in a won
great measure to his rare talents and afcquirc- fail !
incuts, and the splendid opportunity he en- II<
joyed of speaking to the country. of hi

Mr. Sumner was a patriot of no ordinary wlici
rank; lie was a lover of his country, the advo
whole country, in the broadest and the most an e
comprehensive signification of the term, last.
Whatever he did to hinder the extension of of tl
slavery or to hasten the day of its final alio- mcnl
lition was based not upon hatred or antipathy he c
to the South, hut upon a conviction that it Civi
was not only wrong to humanity, hut an ac- Tl
cursed blot upon the escutcheon of the lie- potei
public, lie knew full well that it would fore
tarnish the beauty of its history ; therefore mer
lie felt the duty pressing to combat it. In a ncitl
word, he did not hate the South nor the conn
slaveholder, but he hated anil detested with
slavery. His desire was that the South as lay i
well as the North should share in the real it mr
grandeur of this republican empire, lie was as ai
aware that the impartial historian could not life a
complete his task so long as slavery existed, equaunless the pen, as it were, was dipped in lie c
human blood; the thought of which to him has
was revolting. O that the South had heeded ad or;
his admonition and let the oppressedgofrec! ccnci
Asa statesman, Mr. Sumner may have al- remit
lowed his zeal to outrun his discretion, and Af
thus made mistakes. ever

.... amorI'd err is human ; to forgive, divine. y,.s
It was evident, however, that his errors |<el |.

ever leaned to the side of justice and hu- ltewa
inanity. He could not comprehend any fun- Who,dumcnlal law that did not embrace in its In ho
provisions the cause of the poor and the l'laut
needy; consequently his construction of the And
Constitution difi'crcd in inuny essential par-

' f is
ticulars from that put upon it by other stales- 1»
men, who were less liberal in their opinions y;0and more partial and biased in their judg- hiunl
ment. lie was strong in his convictions, 0j- jj,faithful to duty, and true to his country. waa .

How appropriate are the following lines in anUi'itracing his active and useful life : jess_
Staunch at thy post, to meet life's common

doom,
It scarce scorns death to die as thou hast died ;
Thy du'y done, thy truth, strength, couragetried, »»,,And all things ripe for the fulfilling tomb "*
A crown won hi mock thy hearse's sable gloom,
Whose virtue raised thee higher than n throne,
Whose faults were erring Nature's, not his stale

own,.
Such he thy sentence, writ with Fame's bright

plume,
Amongst the good and great; for thou wast

great, '

In thought, word, deed like mightiest ones of a 1
old,. ';taFull of the honest truth, which makes men hold, ^,>l'l'C

Wise, pure, lirin, just; the noblest Roman's inves
state of da

Became not more a ruler of the free Tl)
Than thy plain life, high thoughts, and match- tier t<

less constancy. any l
Compared to his admirers, Mr. Sumner's

circle of intimate friends was not very nu- .llH"
tuerous. Only a few genial spirits imparled C L

to him social pleasure and mental enjoyment,
lie found his chief delight in the companion- 1.
ship of books and the study of the fine arts, name
But with this rare appreciation for the clas- of lit
sic and the artistic, he possessed in an aston- ness,
ishing degree the faculty of adapting himself care!"
to social intercourse with those whose attain- elfort
mcnts were not commensurate with his own. War
lie was always willing to receive such as as M
visited him, seeking counsel or advice, with- War,
out regard to present circumstances or form- iudic:
er condition. His friendship, when formed, made
was sincere advantageous. 1 did myself press
the honor to call upon him occasionally; not beari
as often, however, as I felt inclined, for 1 lucnt
knew his time was valuable, not only to himself,but to his country. Never did I call but*
I found him glad to see tne anil ready to lay -

aside constantly exacting duties,-mid engage ginni
in such conversation as invariably resulted and
in my being benefitted. It was very per- sentc
ccpliblc that the aim and bent of his master paid,
mind was to elevate to true matihood the race has c
with which I am particularly identified. I of lb
can never forget, so long'as i have the fac- I,my
ulty of recollection, the warm and friendly to a

grasp he gave my hand, soon after I was ad- tlious
mil ted a member of this House. On my first of th
visit to the Senate, lie said: "I welcome plann
t-r.ii In tliia I 'lirimlinr C.iinft ni/npfprt«not,»li-. ilinl
you have rights hero as well as others." that

During his senatorial career, embracing a "ot <1
period of twenty-three years, lie has con- pared
tended for a moral principle against enemies form
more daring and intrepid, perhaps, than any bly 1
other man lias encountered in the same space ons.
of time. This principle was to him more No
dear than life itself. His conscientious con- 2d A
vietions that slavery was a national crime 1872,
and moral sin, could not endure tamely asscr- mark
lions to the contrary, lie heeded not the Dure
menacing denunciations of thososf who eat i
the bread of wickedness and drink the wine o

of violence." Their execrations could nol
move or intimidate him. Fimliug these in- rertt.|,
struments could not deter him or turn the
keen edge of his argument, lie was brutally |>art 4
and cowardly assaulted in the Senate Cham- n
her, in 18.10, by l'restou S. 1 books, a reprc- jor uscutative from South Carolina. This occurred |,ursf
a few days after his masterly cll'ort setting 'ri10I.
forth the " Crimes against Kansas." all(],Mr. Speaker, that unprovoked assault dc- asclared to the country the threatening attitude
of the two sections, one against the other, j,uni(and awakened a determination on the part of or,ijnthe North to resist the encroachments of sla- i,e (
very. The unexpressed sympathy that was man,felt for liiin among the slaves of the South,
when they hea.d of this unwarranted attack, cascs
was only known to tlicni whose situations at (jic ;the time made them confidants. Their prayers a.)l)cand secret importunities were ever uttered in anvLthe interest of him who was their constant (,tllnfriend and untiring advocate and defender, °

before the high courts of the nation. '

Mr. Speaker, it is said that " the blood of 4.
the martyrs is the seed of the church." lary'
With equal truthfulness and force I think it brim,
may be said that the blood of Charles Sumner, "inc<
spilled upon the floor of the Senate because rccoi
he dared to oppose the slave power of the s,fy <

South, and to interpose in the path of its Dep:
progress, was the seed that produced general f" f
emancipation; the results of which is too bibit
well known to need comment. It spoke Vine
silently, but etfectively, of the cruelty and was

iniquities of that abominable institution. This
Notwithstanding that dastardly assault, been

his valor was not cooled, neither was his dc- bill j
termination abated to resist the advancing ou 1'
steps of that power which was the source of tialh
so much distraction to the Republic aud dis- by n

grace to the nineteenth century. Sir, I he- orde
licve in a Providence that shapes events and was
controls circumstances. Ilis hand is most Secri
conspicuously seen in the life and death of cbaii
the lamented Senator. Though he was a rec

martyr to the cause of freedom and univer- whic
sal liberty, he nevertheless lived long enough all <

to sec the struggles of his eventful public life "1C 1

crowned with victory and the broken shackles cbar
of the slave scattered at his feet, before lie belie
was gathered to the fathers. The cmanci- l'leti
patcd and enfranchised will pay grateful 'ativ
homage to his memory in life, and, dying, [ j10»bequeath the name of him who was their the
benefactor as a befitting one for the reverence re'er
anu auorauon 01 posterity.

Farewell! if ever fondest prayerFor others' weal availed on high mys<
Ours will not be lost in air, I
But waft thy name beyond the sky. 1873

Mr. Speaker, the intculncss of his thought
on the subject of his mission, for which he
apparently was born, clung to the ebbing
moments of his life. When weary and
longing for rest, having his eyes fixed on ' 'ou

that "mansion not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens," and just preceding his final 1

step over the threshold of time into the Si
boundless space of eternity, he uttered in yest

<R A i
anx.

in
. pi

I «3.f>0 n ypar in tulvimee. tli
I O OopioN lor #10. In

g accents, yet with an eloquence more al
nasivc anil inqircssivc than ever, these
Is : " Do not let the Civil-Uighls Hill tli
" '

cc
t»w rcmarkahle the connecting incidents 1,1
is history. This is particularly apparent
ti we recall the fact that he liegau as an c>
cute of human rights, continued through "
ventful career the same, and closing Ids
hours 011 earth, facing the judgment scat
ic very (lod, he looked hack for a moLand rejieated those words, which will
vcr memorable: "Do not lkt tiik
i.-Kkihts Bill fail." h:i
lis sentence, wc trust, will prove more 1,1
at and availing iti securing equality he- l"
the law for ali men than any of his for- 11,1
efforts. This is not the proper time, "l
icr is the occasion propitious, for further
nent on that dying appeal. I therefore, ':l
trembling hands and a grateful heart, °'

t gently into the lap of the muses, that l'4
ly be wrought into imperishable history
11 additional evidence of his sincerity in ca
nil his devotion to the grand principle of rc
1 rights, even in the embrace of death. 8e
an never be rci>aid for the services he ']0
rendered the Uepublic. No libation,
ition, or sacrifice can equal the beueli- I'1
3 and magnitude of the services he has 18

ered to his country and mankind.
for my race and me, his memory will Cl'

lie precious to us. We will embalm it
ig the choicest gems of our recollection. c':

'

. .
suinrels, drench'd in pure Parnassian dews, jj,rd his memory, dear to every muse, mwith a courage of unshaken root, |((nor's field,*ndvancing his firm foot,

a it upon the lino thnt Justice draws,
will prevail or perish in her cause,
to the virtuej of such men man owes l'1
orlion in the good that Heaven bestows. a,i

iii
w, sir, my grateful task is done. Tins st.lie but heartfelt tribute I lay at the base
e broken column in token of him who
m eminent statesman, renowned pliil

opist,and devoted friend to the friend"Mayhe rest in peace.*'
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1)1*1meut lo Court of Inquiry, Constituted ^by Kxeciitlve Authority.

Wak Departmext, Feb. 1C, 1S74.
xti.emex : I will attempt to make
in statement in answer to the charges
lined in the communication of the Hon. p jtary of War, now the subject of your j/jligation, which was sent to Congress,
te Dec. », 1873.

* '\0e letter begins in a business-like mailjpresent the case, doubtless without jirciuedilation to do me wrong, yet the
|n,commencement 1 deem unjust to the

au over which I had administrative ^
1 >evei.opm exts.

The "certain developments" therein
:il (page 1), do not appear to have arisen tin
cmselves in the ordinary course of busi- as:
hut seem to have been the result of paill and continued search and special en
on the part of certain ollicials of the piDepartmoot, and clerks. Major Thorn- l*i

!. Vincent's letter to the Secretary of cyof October 7, 1K72, (sent to Congress), pa
itcs the character ol the strictures I 1
upon the late Bureau, so that the ex- ly
ion, "Hence no special search was made in
ng upon them" (meaning the develop- to
s), was plainly an error on his part. b.i

corruption. 1,1

The next sentence of accusation, he- m
ng with "complaint after complaint,"
sliding with " strong proof was pre- re
<1 that the claimants had not been en
" gives a picture of accusation which a
iftcn been transferred to the press w<
c country, ami which, on one occasion, bn
self, saw presented with embellishments co
rmiadcipiua audience of some two pi;mnd people as a remarkable illustration so

c corruption of the times. Without exition,the statement carried an inference so
was cruelly unjust to me. It appears ta
the complaints of colored soldiers are peisproportionale in number, when com- dr
I with those from while soldiers, though
any plain reasons they might reasona- lal
>c expected to he much more numer- pr

he
lice in this connection the letter of the ah
editor of the Secretary of War, of April <le
which shows in this connection the reableaid rendered by the Freedman's |1(J
an to his ofiicc. w:
II.IXO VOUCHKUS AT TltKASUltV. of
The filing of vouchers ami taking of
t, before the money sent has actually ,led the claimants, is to my personal
ledge not an unusual proceeding on the
>fdisbursingollicers,and was well known
ic accounting ollicers of the Treasury 1:1

ic whole five years of the bounty dis- ?°
meats of the Freedman's llurcau. j"e was a desire oft the part of myself l,r

ny disbursing ollicers to hasten as much rc

issible the payment of bounties by this
od of tiling vouchers. We promptly j,c;d over money returned to us from sub- j5.0;ate ollicers that the vouchers might '-,l
ancelled, or settled, as justice deled.I,f
lien ground for investigation of such re

t as those named was presented to me,
uvestigation was made, and whenever it "c

ared that fraud had been committed by
iody, I proceeded at once against the ,n

y parties themselves. 3-c
811

t^iLOOY OP SECRETARY OP WAR. *

The next item hi the honorable Secrc- k,
s letter is an apology for not sooner
;ing me to trial, based upon the alleged nl
Dinplete and disordered condition of the Cii
da of the late llureau," and the ncees- 0(i
)f collateral oxainination in the Treasury aa
irtment. In answer, I respectfully refer
ly former answer (p. 2, of the first ex- rc
) to the same charge made by Major
:ent in his letter of October I), 1873. It ar
not then too late to bring me to trial,
"incompleteness" of records would have ar
entirely remedied by the passage of the al
iroposed to Congress by the Committee
'rccdmcn's Affairs, which was subslan7my recommendation, and was drawn i,(
ic just before leaving for the West under
rs. The passage of the bill as drawn ic
prevented by the letter of the honorable .l(
etary of War, dated May 22, 1872, the ,£
mian of the Appropriation Committee S(
inmending the omission of the section £j
h provided an appropriation for settling |,j
nitstauding claims and for completing
ecords, and provided also that I have
go of the work. I desire to state my fr
if that my responsibility for such com- j(
on of records was relieved by this legis- w
c action, and devolved that duty upon vjSecretary of War, in just accordance with
recommendations of this letter above
red to. a!

STATUTE OK LIMITATION. ' if
To show that I had no desire to avail 41
jlf of the "limitation of statute," I subthefollowing letter, dated December 27, ei

, addressed to the Military Committee of l<
»ress, in answer to this letter of the ^
etary of War, now under consideration. ai

Washington, D. C., Dee. 17,1873. fi!
. John Cobukn,
Chairman Coinmitttcc on Military Affairs,House of Representatives : ^
k : In accordance with the request of

crday,received from your committee, I

RATES OF ADVERTISING.
TRANSIENT ADVERTISING RATES.

ne Insertion,por square fj paibsequcnt insertion 74
Thespaeeof ten line* lirevler type constitutes11 advertising square In this paper.Any apace less than ten Hues Is charged the rater a full square.
All advertisements occupying less than n qnnr r»l aeoliimn are computed l.y the square.Ailvertlsements Inserted for n less time thaniree months arc charged transient rates.

JOB AM BOOK PRINTINC,all Its l.raiielies, done with nealness and dlsiteli.Orders from nil parts of the country willpromptly attended to.
I tar I rlends In the Southern States will find It toiclr advantage to give us their orders for curdsiiidldtl^ etc.. etc.

pear to make answer, ns preliminary to a
rmal rctuittirifr of llic charges in a letter of
ic honorable Secretary of War, dated JJcniher4, 187.1, ami referred to your comittee.Permit me to state :
First. That I court the fullest possiblelamination into all the subjects thereinlined.
Second. Having never been averse to trial
; any proper tribunal, civil or military, ii]>onlicial charges with any shadow of lbunda>11,I deprecate the statement of my aciser,that "a general court-martial becameirred, in part under statute of limitations,"id, if it be legally possible to do so, I wishwaive all rights and privileges accorded
e under such statute to the end that theMihlic benefit" may receive no detriment.Third. In considering the alleged irregurilicsand violations of law in the conductthe late Frcediuan's ISurcau, I am conlintofmy ability clearly to prove that, actgas Commissioner in an administrativeparity, I am neither morally nor legallysponsible for cither of the several countst forth in the Secretary's letter, and thererenot personally or officially accountable
r any portion of the sum which makes upe aggregate therein charged. Certainly it
against the usage of every department of
e tiovernmcnt to hold me pecuniarily ac notablefor the defalcations of subordinatelicers where no collusion whatever istimed.
Willi this brief statement, 1 shall gladlylimit to this examination and judgment of
e committee the work of the late Frcednn'sISurcau, or such portion of it as maynecessary, the manner of its performanceid my own record, ollicial and personal, collidedwith it, with a view to a final collidesettlement of the questions at issue,id which have been so annoying to myends, and such a prolific source of publicaudal.

Very respectfully,
O. O. I lowA III),IJrig. General U.S. Army.

I ...i.. :t »i ' *

i .inmiiiL also a luiier written to tlic GeniiCommanding the Army, one of similarport having been written to the Presidentthe United States of the same, which
ids to show that I deprecated any show
a full and thorough investigation, and iulenlallygives what 1 believe to he in part
e immediate occasion of the formal chargesuferrcd against me on the 1th of the (blaringDecember.

Washington, D.C., Nov. 27,1S73.
n. W. T. Siikuman,Cdiiuiianding Army United States.
Gknicuai.: Oil account of the steady conciiccyou have reposed in me, I write the
lowing to you. i am constrained to take
itep that I believe I ought to explain to
u and to the officers of the Army affected
it. 1 wish to he assigned to Army duty

icrever it shall seem best to you to select
; place of assignment.
You have twice offered me this opportun'My

reason for not promptly embracing the
cr were two fold:
1. I was anxious to complete the work of
b Frecdmau's Korean, to which 1 had been
signed without any solicitation on myrt, but which, of necessity, developed into
orinous proportions, and which look time
operally to close. 2. I was'auxious that the
diversity, which had grown up under my
c, and which 1 deemed all important as a
rt of the higher educational advantagesaad been instrumental in securing especialforthose classes of our people whose
lercsts were for a time so largely committed
my care, should be put upon a secure

isis in all its breadth of scope, before comittingits presidency to a successor.
I have endeavored to give it an endowcntworthy of the object.
Unexpected opposition, the usual misprcscntatiouof the motives of one
igaged in such a work, and hindcranccs of
public and private nature have made this
wk slow and onerous. It is not yet done,it 1 am unable with my private income to
ntinuc it. I had intended to ask to he
iced before a retiring hoard, in fact, 1 did
apply to the War Department. Kut 1

is sent to Arizona and New Mexico very
on thereafter, and was obliged to tiuderkcduty equally arduous with any that I
formed during the war; on this I witliewmy application. I found myself as able
undergo fatigue and privation, ami all the
l>or that pertains to field duty as at anycvious time of my life. You will rcmemralso that the loss of my arm never discedme from the performance of auv dutv
mantled of me as a general otliecr.
1 liaVc, however, often thought of retiring,ping that my hard services during the
ir, and the much harder services required
me since the war, would be considered
my favor. But under present circummeesit is not prudent for me to take this

up of asking to he retired.
While many who commanded a division
ily for a time have been retired with the
nk of major generrl, I cannot lawfully be
retired, because I was wounded so earlythe war, while a brigadier, commanding a
igade, and would, therefore, be obliged to
tire as a brigadier.
This might seem to be ample, and would
doubtless but for the obligations 1 have
en forced to incur in the work providentlygiven me to do.
1 confess that weightier reasons alfeel me
>w than any 1 have given to inlluence my
turn to anny duty.
Bulletins affecting me unfavorably have
inc broadcast. My integrity is oilicially
knowledgcd I admit, and 1 hold letters of
gh commendation, and further, my seven
ars of unremitting toil, anxiety and reionsibilityare known, ami the good fruits
e seen by those who care to see and aclowlcdgcthem.
Yet it is idle for mo to try to conceal from
yself the plain fact that there is a pcrsistiteffort to tarnish my record, and if not in
licial quarters the result is precisely the
me.
All the books and papers of a large Buauarc transferred to other hands.
A lengthy examination is then instituted,
id, whatever the results of this cxaniina3Umay be, from it grows public suspicion
id accusation against me and the houoraleofficers wh® were associated with me.
Now fromjill this I wish to free.
You have seen mc in battle, and know
)vv I can face death.
I shall face accusation with the same learssspirit. I wish to go to duty, to give all
icuscrs ample time aud opportunity to
Hind out their charges, and if they sec lit
) to do, 1 wish to be tried by a court moralas the tribunal just suited to one of my
islory and rank.
Again I have another reason for service :
Should we now have a war with Spain, to
ce more slaves from dire oppression and
sfend the honor of our flag, the President,
ould surely give me the opportunity of scrice.
Is it not a good thing to endeavor to preserve
ad not destroy, the fair fame of men who
rdently love their country, and who have,
t a series ofsuccessful battles, demonstrated
iat this love is no empty boast?
By the consideration of past service ; by my
rrnest loyalty to my country: by my desire
» preserve an unsullied record for my chilrens'inspection, I ask for my proper place
mong the officers of the army.
I am not only conscious of integrity but of

delity. My work was of necessity incomlete,but no wrong on the part ofany ollieer
r clerk was ever knowingly coyercd up by
le, and I was as diligent as I could be in
ic pursuit of wrong-doers.

Continue1 on thirdpoge.

-i_. »


